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C ORTEZ RODERICK GRIER, affectionately known as “Tez” by family and

friends was born to Mildred Rebecca and James Grier, Jr., on November 2,
1963 in Patuxent River, Maryland. He was the youngest of five children. Cortez

accepted Christ at an early age and was baptized by Pastor Bill Mcteer of Missionary

Baptist Church in National City, California. He later united with Trinity Baptist
Church under the leadership of Pastor Clyde E. Gaines.  Cortez was a member of

Bonita Valley Community Church for many years Cortez graduated from
Sweetwater High School, in National City, California where he played football and

was an All-star Running Back. This recognition earned Cortez a scholarship to

California State University at Fullerton. Cortez later returned to San Diego and began
working for Pfizer Pharmaceuticals where he managed the Technical Support

Division. Cortez was able to take an early company buyout and return to his real
passion of making differences in the lives of young people. Cortez coached girls’

softball at Bonita Valley, Twin Hills and Sweetwater High School. It was on the

softball field that he met his wife Claudia Grier. Cortez loved cooking, fishing,
playing his musical instruments and the Oakland Raiders, but outside of his family

and friends one of his greatest loves were his Palomar High School family. He loved
the students, faculty and staff. He could talk about them for hours and was looking

forward to obtaining his teaching credentials and returning to work permanently. On
October, 25, 2018 God had another assignment for Cortez, he was to become an

Angel in the Lord’s army. Cortez will be remembered for his big smile and even

bigger heart. He will be missed dearly by his wife, Claudia; daughters; Raylene
(Jason) Crowder, Corina Grier, Sydney Grier and Nikki Berumen of Chula Vista, CA;

sons, Ivan Berumen and Izaac Baca of Chula Vista, CA; mother Mildred Grier of
National City, CA; sisters, Janis (Federal) Glover of Pittsburg, CA and Geraldine Grier

of National City, CA: brother, Alvin (Roseanne) Grier of Chula Vista, CA. 5
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Grandchildren along with a host of nephews, nieces, cousins and friends. Cortez was

preceded in death by his father James Grier, Jr., and his brother Lepolious Miller lll.
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WF Wendy Ficuciello lit a candle in honor of Cortez.

April 24 at 7:38 AM

CG Claudia Grier posted:

Babe, you are gone but thank you for all these soft sweet things you left behind in our home, in my

head and in my heart. Miss you, you left me with a broken heart. You left too soon but I will be seeing

you in heaven when is my time. I miss your big smile and simply being that wonderful husband that I

never had. You are my sunshine. Love always and forever, your honey bunny??

October 29 at 12:53 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Cortez by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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